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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

M r .  James Nicks,  Manager ' .  

U.S. Departmnt o f  Energy 
Rocky F l a t s  Area O f f i c e  
P.O. Box 464 
Golden, CO 80401 I 

E a r  M r .  Nicks: 

P r i o r  t o  the meeting on May 3 with EPA's sen ior  s t a f f ,  I wanted t o  provide 
you with EPA's perspective on the r e s pon s i b i l i t i e s  of federal f a c i l i t i e s  i n  
canplying with the requi rerents  of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Canpensation, and L i a b i l i t y  Act (CERCLA). As you know federal f a c i l i t i e s  a m  
required i n  Sect ion 107(g) t o  c m p l y  both procedural ly  and substantively with 
the Act t o  the same extent as p r i va te ' en t i t i e s .  Although €PA i s  responsible 
for managing the Superfund program, CERCLA-funded r emd i a l  act ions at  
federa l l y  owned f a c i l i t i e s  are s p c i f i c a l l y  prohibited by Section 111(e)(3). 
Therefore, Federal agencies must conduct any remedial act ion with the i r  own 
funds. 
affected federal a y n c i e s  as  they conduct their as ses smnt  programs, and 

.provide overs ight on remedial s tud ies  and cleanup actions. 

H w v e r ,  EPA has a def in i te  in teres t  and re spons ib i l i t y  t o  monitor the 

The Rocky F l a t s  f a c i l i t y  and past  contamination from the f a c i l i t y  i n t o  
bottom sediments of the Great Western Reservoir  have been proposed f o r  the 
National P r i o r i t i e s  L i s t  based on an EPA evaluat ion  of  the potential  threat of 
release of a hazardous substance t o  the environment. S i t e s  on the L i s t  b e c m  
the focus o f  attention f o r  both EPA and the publ ic .  When the L i s t  i s  
f ina l i zed,  projected for  June, 1985, the Departwnt of Energy must determine 
whether or not remedial act ion i s  ne+cessary. 
with the National Contingency Plan, wh'ich i s  EPA's internal  procedure f o r  
eva luat ing  l i s t e d  s i t e s .  
what requirements must be E t .  
would l i ke  t o  share with you several considerat ions.  

That process must be cons i s tent  

EPA i s  preparing guidance fo r  federal f a c i l i t i e s  on 
Although that guidance i s  not y t  cunplete, w 

F i r s t ,  i t  i s  EPA's b e l i e f  that i n i t i a l  planning f o r  addressing the s i te  
can begin now, p r i o r  t o  the l i s t i n g .  That is one purpose of  the upcuning 
meeting. A generic flow chart  i s  attached, which i den t i f i e s  the key elements 
of a federal f a c i l i t i e s  response program. €PA expects most federal aqencies 
t o  conduct responses i n  a manner cons i s tent  with that process. The most 
important e l e m n t  of that  process f r a n  the standpoint of EPA-DOE re la t ionsh ip  
i s  the canpliance agreement. I t  i s  our be l i e f  that  such an agreemnt should 
be developed and b e c m  operational p r i o r  t o  any s tud ies  t o  be conducted or 
other e f f o r t s  t o  address i s s w s  re lated t o  hazardous substance re leases.  
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EPA's i n i t i a l  evaluation of the site focused only on pr io r  releases of 
plutoniun onto the s o i l ,  i n to  the sedimnt of Great Western Reservoir, and 

.possible subsurface seepage frun storage ponds. An essential  element of the 
CERCLA process i s  t o  ident i f y  a l l  potential releases o f  hazardous substances 
through a discovery process. 
hazardous waste disposal sites which were used over the jears. This discovery 
process may mean re se arching old records and i ntervie w i  ng 1 ong-tire 
emploqees. A ccmplete h i s to ry  o f  waste disposal practices should be developed. . 

Of part icular  interest  are old, abandoned 

a s s i s t  us i n  any technical work that needs t o  be done. 
w i l l  be i n  fami l i a r i z ing  themsel 
conducted. .-_ 

Their first efforts 
s with the s i b  and p w v  

We would hope that the meeting on May 3, will  serve as an opportunity f o r  

t o  working with you as t h i s  project proceeds. 

A t  t ac hme n t 

G. Welles 
onal Admi n i  strator 
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